
Carefully read and understand this User Guide
before installing the CenturionTM on your

chainsaw. Failing to follow the instructions in
this User Guide could result in serious injury

or death.

USER GUIDE
Thank you for purchasing the Centurion™. This User Guide
includes important safety instructions and information on
installing and using this device to increase your personal
safety when operating a chainsaw. Please review this User
Guide thoroughly.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INSTRUCTIONS
The Centurion™ reduces the risk of injury to the chainsaw
operator from kickback. Kickback is the violent backward,
upward motion of the chainsaw guide bar that can occur
when the chain/guide bar contacts any object (such as
another log or a branch) or when the wood closes in and
pinches the cutting chain in the cut.

WARNING: The Centurion™ will not prevent
kickback, nor will it fully protect the chainsaw
operator from injury if kickback occurs.

WARNING: If kickback occurs, the chainsaw
operator may be injured from the Centurion™
itself coming into contact with the operator.

WARNING: The Centurion™ will not reduce the
risk of kickback injury to anyone other than the
chainsaw operator.

WARNING: The Centurion™ will not reduce the
risk of chainsaw or other injuries from causes
other than kickback, such as injuries from follow
through, loss of balance or falling material.

WARNING: FAILING TO HEED THE FOL-
LOWING MAY RESULT IN SERIOUS
INJURY OR DEATH:

✔ DO follow all safety practices and other instructions
described in your chainsaw Operator/Owner Manual
(or its equivalent) when operating your chainsaw.

✔ DO follow all industry-recommended safety practices
when operating your chainsaw (see “Safety Precautions
for Chainsaw Users” printed below describing some of
these safety precautions).

✔ DO properly install and maintain the Centurion™.
✔ DO follow all instructions in this User Guide.
✔ DO check the Centurion™ before operating the chain-

saw to ensure it is properly aligned and tightly affixed
to the chainsaw.

✔ Do engage the chain brake when raising or lower-
ing the Centurion™.

✔ DO turn off the chainsaw and wait for the chain to stop
before servicing or adjusting the Centurion™.

✖ DO NOT place your hand or any other body part
between the Centurion™ steel bar and the chain while
the chainsaw is running.

✖ DO NOT use the Centurion™ on a chainsaw on which
the Centurion™ does not properly fit (see ENSURING A
SAFE FIT FOR YOUR CENTURION™ below).

✖ DO NOT Install the wrong model of Centurion™ on
your chainsaw (see LENGTH OF THE CHAINSAW
GUIDE BAR” BELOW).

✖ DO NOT use the Centurion™ if it is not properly aligned
with the chainsaw’s cutting chain and guide bar.

✖ DO NOT misuse the Centurion™ or the chainsaw on
which the Centurion™ is installed.

IMPORTANT: Do not rely exclusively on the Centurion™
to help prevent operator injury from kickback. To increase
safety, chainsaw operators must understand what causes
kickback and follow all industry-recommended safety
practices when operating a chainsaw (see SAFETY PRE-
CAUTIONS FOR CHAINSAW USERS printed below which
describe some of these safety precautions).

ENSURING A SAFE FIT FOR YOUR CENTURION™
The Centurion™ can be installed on most popular chain-
saw models manufactured by Stihl*, Husqvarna,
Echo, Poulan, Homelite, Shindaiwa*, Jonsereds,
John Deere and Sears (Craftsman), as well as many
older/discontinued chainsaws.

*The Centurion™ cannot be installed on
Stihl chainsaws incorporating the “Quick
Chain Adjuster” or on Shindaiwa models
#300 and #375, as these models do not
have the necessary twin stud bolts
required for attachment.

There are three considerations for ensuring a safe,
proper fit for your particular chainsaw:

1. Size and layout of the chainsaw bar studs. The saw
must have dual bar studs threaded for 13mm or
1/2–inch nuts. These studs are located on the
right–hand side of most chainsaws.

2. Length of the chainsaw guide bar. The Centurion™
comes in 16" and 20" models. The 16" model is designed
for use on 14" and 16" guide bar lengths; the 20" model
is designed for 18", 20" and 22" guide bar lengths.

WARNING: DO NOT install the Centurion™
on bar lengths that extend beyond 22".

3. Alignment of the Centurion™ to the guide bar.
Stand–offs and washers are used between the chainsaw
and the mounting plate of the Centurion™ to achieve
correct alignment of the Centurion™ to the saw’s guide
bar. The combination of washers will vary from one
make and model to another.

If you have questions related to these considerations,
call Customer Support for instructions at one of the
following telephone numbers:
TOLL FREE: (888) 531-9502
IN OREGON: (503) 531-9502

INSTALLATION INSTRUCTIONS
The installation hardware supplied with your new
Centurion™ should accommodate most chainsaws (see
ENSURING A SAFE FIT FOR YOUR CENTURION™

above). The only tool needed is a 13mm or 1/2–inch
wrench Please refer to the diagram below for details on the
position and quantity of the components. Note that the
exact number of washers required is a function of the off-
set/alignment of the Centurion™ to your chainsaw’s guide
bar (see Step 5).

General installation steps:
1. Remove original nuts on guide bar studs, leaving cover

and guide bar in place.
2. Install a washer over each stud, then thread and tighten

supplied stand–offs.
3. Insert a minimum of one washer between each

stand–off and the mounting plate of the Centurion™.
4. Line up the mounting plate then attach the Centurion™

using a washer and a mounting bolt threaded into each
stand–off.

5. Finger–tighten and inspect alignment; the steel bar of
the Centurion™ should center directly over the cutting
chain. If the Centurion™ is off–center, add washers
between the stand–offs and the mounting plate to adjust
the alignment.

6. When alignment is correct, tighten bolts securely.

NOTE: On a few chainsaw models, an extra–wide chain
brake handle may prevent the Centurion™ from locking
into its fully–raised position. In such cases, bend the han-
dle of the Centurion™
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Supplied hardware: 
(2) standoffs, (8) regular washers, 
(2) thin washers, (2) bolts



slightly away from the chain brake to provide the necessary
clearance for raising and lowering the bar without interfer-
ence. If sufficient adjustment cannot be made, contact
Customer Support at the telephone number indicated
below.

WARNING: DO NOT use your chainsaw with
the Centurion™ installed if the handle of
the Centurion™ hits the chain brake.

For additional information on the details of installing your
Centurion™, check out the installation video clip on our
website at www.safeguardventures.com or call our
Customer Support line (Toll Free: (888) 531-9502;
In Oregon: (503) 531-9502).

WARNING: Please refer to the list of
Important Safety Precautions at the front of
the User Guide to help ensure safe operation of

your chainsaw with the Centurion™ properly installed.

MAINTAINING YOUR CENTURION™
Each time you use your chainsaw, check the Centurion™
mounting hardware and retighten the mounting bolts if
they are loose. Also, be sure the Centurion™ remains cen-
tered over the guide bar before each use. Occasionally,
lubricate the Centurion’s™ pivot point and inspect the
spring and the rubber tip for excessive wear. Replacement
parts can be ordered from the website or by phone.

USING YOUR CHAINSAW SAFELY AND CONFIDENTLY

Do not rely exclusively on the Centurion™ for safety.
The following information about safe chainsaw operation
is provided courtesy of Safeguard Ventures, LLC and the
American National Standards Institute.

Safety Precautions for Chainsaw Users
(ANSI B 175.1  2000 Annex C) Safety precautions for

chainsaw users*

WARNING! KICKBACK may occur when the nose or tip
of the guide bar touches an object, or when the wood
closes in and pinches the saw chain in the cut.As a
chainsaw user you should take every precaution possible
to keep your cutting jobs free from accident or injury.

C 1. Kickback safety precautions

• Tip contact in some cases may cause a lightning fast
reverse REACTION, kicking the guide bar up and back
towards the operator.

• Pinching the saw chain along the top of the guide bar may
push the guide bar rapidly back towards the operator.

• Either of these reactions may cause you to lose control of
the saw that could result in serious personal injury.

(a) With a basic understanding of kickback, you can
reduce or eliminate the element of surprise. Sudden
surprise contributes to accidents.

(b) Keep a good firm grip on the saw with both hands,
the right hand on the rear handle, and the left hand
on the front handle, when the engine is running. Use a
firm grip with thumbs and fingers encircling the
chain saw handles. A firm grip will help you reduce
kickback and maintain control of the saw. Don’t let go.

(c) Make sure that the area in which you are cutting is
free from obstacles. Do not let the nose of the guide
bar contact a log, branch, or any other obstacle that
could be hit while you are operating the saw.

(d) Cut at high engine speeds.
(e) Do not overreach or cut above shoulder height.
(f) Follow manufacturer’s sharpening and maintenance

instructions for the saw chain.
(g) Only use replacement bars and chains specified by

the manufacturer or the equivalent.

C 2. Other Safety Precautions

WARNING! Do not operate a chain saw with one hand!
Serious injury to the operator, helpers, bystanders or any
combination of these persons may result from one–hand-
ed operation. A chain saw is intended for two-handed use.

(a) Do not operate a chain saw when you are fatigued.
(b) Use safety footwear; snugfitting clothing; protective

gloves; and eye, hearing, and head protection devices.
(c) Use caution when handling fuel. Move the chain saw

at least 10 feet (3 m) from the fueling point before
starting the engine.

(d) Do not allow other persons to be near the chain saw
when starting or cutting with the chain saw. Keep
bystanders and animals out of the work area.

(e) Do not start cutting until you have a clear work area,
secure footing, and a planned retreat path from the
falling tree.

(f) Keep all parts of your body away from the saw chain
when the engine is running.

(g) Before you start the engine, make sure that the saw
chain is not contacting anything.

(h) Carry the chain saw with the engine stopped, the
guide bar and saw chain to the rear, and the muffler
away from your body.

(1) Do not operate a chain saw that is damaged, improp-
erly adjusted, or not completely and securely assem-
bled. Be sure that the saw chain stops moving when
the throttle control trigger is released.

0) Shut off the engine before setting the chain saw
down.

(k) Use extreme caution when cutting small size brush
and saplings because slender material may catch the
saw chain and be whipped toward you or pull you off
balance.

(1) When cutting a limb that is under tension be alert for
spring-back so that you will not be struck when the
tension in the wood fibers is released.

(m) Keep the handles dry, clean, and free of oil or fuel
mixture.

(n) Operate the chain saw only in wellventilated areas.
(o) Do not operate a chain saw in a tree unless you have

been specifically trained to do so.
(p) Do not operate a chain saw above shoulder height.
(q) All chain saw service, other than the items listed in

the operator’s/owner’s safety and maintenance
instructions, should be performed by competent
chain saw service personnel. (For example, if
improper tools are used to remove the flywheel or if
an improper too[ is used to hold the flywheel in order
to remove the clutch, structural damage to the fly-
wheel could occur and subsequently cause the fly-
wheel to burst.)

(r) When transporting your chain saw, use the appropri-
ate guide bar scabbard.

Note: This Annex is intended primarily for the consumer
or occasional user.

* Reprint of American National Standards Institute
(ANSI), Annex C 8 175 1 – 2000

This material is reproduced from American National
Standard ANSI Z175.1-2000 with permission of the
American National Standards Institute. No part of this
material may be copied or reproduced in any form, elec-
tronic retrieval system or otherwise or made available on
the Internet, a public network, by satellite or otherwise
without the prior written consent of the American
National Standards Institute. Copies of this standard may
be purchased from the American National Standards
Institute, 25 West 43rd Street, New York, NY 10036, (212)
642-4900, http://webstore.ansi.org.
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